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Notizie selezionate e riferimenti ad alcuni documenti pubblicati di recente sui temi del 
settore dell’ingegneria del traffico e dei trasporti. 
 

1. Inaugurata la più grande tratta commerciale su rotaie 

 La Cina ha inaugurato il più lungo percorso al mondo per treni merce. Il primo convoglio su questo 
tragitto è partito il 13 giugno e la durata del percorso è di 15 giorni, durante i quali il treno attraversa i 
territori della Mongolia, della Russia, della Polonia. Si prevede che il convoglio effettuerà una corsa alla 
settimana. La lunghezza del tragitto supera i 9.820 km, rendendolo così il più lungo collegamento 
transcontinentale commerciale esistente. 

 http://www.ttsitalia.it/cina-inaugurata-la-piu-grande-tratta-commerciale-su-rotaie/ 

2. Technical pillar agreement reached on Fourth Railway Package 

 The provisional agreement, announced on 17th June 2015, sets out new rules to improve interoperability 
and safety authorization procedures for European railways. It aims to cut administrative costs for rail 
operators and make it easier for new operators to enter the rail market. Within the proposal, the 
European Railway Agency (ERA) will become the sole body responsible for issuing authorizations for 
railway vehicles, safety certificates for railway operators and authorizations for trackside control-
command and signaling systems. 

 http://www.europeanrailwayreview.com/24097/rail-industry-news/technical-pillar-agreement-reached-
on-fourth-railway-package/ 

3. EU road safety targets at risk 

 Progress on reducing road deaths in the EU slowed to just -0.6% last year, the worst annual reduction 
since the first common EU target was set in 2001, according to new analysis published by the European 
Transport Safety Council. EU member states now need to cut deaths by almost 8% each year until 2020 
to meet the target set in 2010 to halve deaths within a decade. France, Ireland, Germany and the UK 
were among the 12 EU member states that saw an increase in the number of road deaths last year 
compared to 2013. On a positive note Croatia, Slovenia, Finland, Greece, Luxembourg and Malta all 
recorded reductions of around 10% or more. 

 http://etsc.eu/eu-road-safety-targets-at-risk-as-deaths-increase-in-france-germany-and-uk/ 

4. London trials traffic light priority for cyclists 

 Transport for London (TfL) has announced it is trialling a system that will extend green lights for cyclists 
at key junctions. The trials are taking place along Cable Street in the east of the city centre. The numbers 
of cyclists travelling along the route are counted, and when high numbers of cyclists are detected traffic 
signal timings are adjusted to keep the green light on for longer. The system will particularly benefit 
cyclists at peak times.  

 http://www.eltis.org/discover/news/london-trials-traffic-light-priority-cyclists-uk 

5. Report released on safety for cyclists and walkers 

 7,600 people died in road traffic while cycling or walking in the EU in 2013 according to new research: 
the equivalent of a commercial airliner full of passengers being lost every week. The risk of being killed in 
traffic as a pedestrian differs greatly among European countries. It is lowest in The Netherlands and 
Scandinavia, but about 6 times greater in Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Romania.  Latvia and Lithuania are 
responding to this challenge by achieving two of the fastest reductions in risk. 

 http://etsc.eu/europe-must-boost-safety-for-cyclists-and-walkers/ 
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6. Report released on “Automated and Autonomous Driving - Regulation under uncertainty” 

 The report explores the strategic issues that will have to be considered by authorities as more fully 
automated and ultimately autonomous vehicles arrive on our streets and roads. It was drafted on the 
basis of expert input and discussions amongst project partners in addition to a review of relevant 
published research and position papers. 

 http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/Pub/pdf/15CPB_AutonomousDriving.pdf 

7. Transportation Sustainability Guide 

 Created by librarians from the Eastern Transportation Knowledge Network, this guide identifies 
resources in sustainability for practitioners in transportation operations, planning, design and 
management. Innovative strategies, best practices, and solutions for achieving sustainability and 
minimizing the impact of the transportation infrastructure on the environment are presented in the 
guide. 

 http://guides.libraryconnectivity.org/c.php?g=225587&p=1495089 

8. USA proposes new fuel efficiency standards for trucks 

 The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the US Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) are jointly proposing standards for medium- and 
heavy-duty vehicles that would improve fuel efficiency and cut carbon pollution to reduce the impacts of 
climate change, while bolstering energy security and spurring manufacturing innovation. The proposed 
standards are expected to lower CO₂ emissions by approximately 1 billion metric tons, cut fuel costs by 
about US$170bn, and reduce oil consumption by up to 1.8 billion barrels over the lifetime of the vehicles 
sold under the program. 

 http://www.traffictechnologytoday.com/news.php?NewsID=70389 

9. Road laboratory for testing innovation 

 The Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission (MHTC) has launched plans to utilize innovation 
and construction rebuild the state’s oldest interstate highway, Interstate 90. It is to make the highway 
from Kansas City to St Louis available to private industry, entrepreneurs and innovators as a laboratory 
for construction of the next generation of highways. ideas from the private sector for the ‘Road to 
Tomorrow’. Those ideas need to not only focus on innovations in traffic engineering, design and 
construction, but also innovative ways of funding transportation infrastructure. 

 http://www.itsinternational.com/categories/utc/news/modot-launches-road-to-tomorrow/ 

10. Safety Truck system prototype 

 Developed for Argentina, whose statistics on traffic accidents are among the highest in the world, with 
most of these accidents occurring on two-lane roads and particularly in situations of overtaking, the 
Safety Truck consists of a wireless camera attached to the front of the truck, which is connected to a 
video wall made out of four exterior monitors located on the back of the truck. The monitors give drivers 
behind the truck a view of what is going on ahead, even in the dark of night. 

 http://www.itsinternational.com/categories/detection-monitoring-machine-vision/news/samsung-
safety-truck-could-revolutionise-road-safety/ 

11. Street lighting system with integrated EV charger 

 As part of the second ‘Low Carbon Oxford Week’, BMW has showcased a high-efficiency street lighting 
system that doubles as a charging station for electric vehicles (EVs) at its Mini manufacturing plant in the 
UK city. Known as Light & Charge and demonstrated for the first time in the UK, the innovative system is 
the outcome of a pilot project developed by the BMW Group and is a state-of-the-art LED street light 
that combines energy-efficient lighting with affordable EV charging. 

 http://www.traffictechnologytoday.com/news.php?NewsID=70343 
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